ENGL 573.01: Rhetorical Theory and Analysis of Discourse

Prof. Roger Cherry
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English 573 examines ancient and modern rhetorical theory in order to understand how speaker (or writer), audience, purpose, and occasion interact as key discourse variables.  We will ponder the relationship between philosophy and rhetoric and the role of discourse in shaping what counts as knowledge in our world.  The course will also explore the relationship between rhetorical skill and ethical responsibility.  We will learn how to analyze spoken or written texts from a rhetorical point of view, and we will consider how to apply our knowledge of rhetoric in practical speaking and writing situations.

TEXTS: 
James A. Herrick, The History and Theory of Rhetoric, 3rd ed.



Chaim Perlman, The Realm of Rhetoric
REQUIREMENTS:

· Rhetorical Analysis Paper.  3-5 pp.    

· Midterm Exam on all readings and class discussion to date.  Be sure to keep up with the reading.

· Two chapter summaries.  Each two-page, double-spaced summary is a review of the reading for a particular class, as if you were summarizing material for someone who could not attend a lecture or a meeting.  Demonstrate that you have synthesized the material by reformulating issues and ideas in your own language.  Make sure your summaries are well written, in continuous, fluent, discursive prose (i.e., do not resort to an outline of sentence fragments or simply repeat the headings that appear in the chapter).  Chapter summaries are due on the day the reading is assigned.  Be prepared to take a lead role in class discussion on the day your summaries are due.

· Final Exam.  Be sure to keep up with the reading.

· Completion and duplication of Rhetorical Analysis drafts on time.  It is essential that you have your work prepared and adequate copies available at the beginning of the class in which it is to be considered in a small group.  Drafts must be complete and top-quality—your best effort to date.  Your grade will be lowered one letter grade any time you fail to have a thorough, quality draft completed and copies available for group work. 

· Participation.  A portion of your grade (10%) will be based on your contributions to the classroom community as a whole, your effort as discussion leader on the days on which your chapter summaries are due, and your effectiveness as a member of the writing group to which you are assigned.  You will be evaluated on your preparation for and participation in class discussion, which involves reading textbook assignments and raising issues and questions in a thoughtful way, particularly on the days on which you are a discussion leader.  You will also be evaluated on  your contributions to effective group work, including your suggestions for revising and editing the written work of others, and the extent to which you make a conscientious effort to improve your writing and responding skills as the course progresses.  

· Attendance and Punctuality.  You are expected to attend each class session and to be on time.  Emergencies and illness do arise, of course, and missing two classes during the quarter might be unavoidable.  Each absence beyond two, however, will lower your final grade by 1/3 of a letter grade (i.e., a ‘B’ will drop to a ‘B-‘).  In addition, you are permitted two “grace” tardies.  Beyond those two, each two additional tardies will lower your final grade by 1/3 of a letter grade.

Plagiarism:  It is academically dishonest, and often illegal, to present someone else’s ideas or writing as your own.  You cannot use even short phrases or parts of sentences obtained from other sources (published or unpublished) unless you use quotation marks when necessary and properly acknowledge and document your sources.  Submitting your own previous work is also academically dishonest, as is submitting the same work to satisfy requirements in two or more classes simultaneously without instructor permission.  You are accountable for furnishing upon request all the sources and all preliminary work (notes, rough drafts, etc.) that you use in preparing your written work.  Failure to provide such materials will be considered evidence of academic dishonesty and will be handled accordingly.  Plagiarism of any kind will constitute grounds for failing English 573 and may result in further disciplinary action at the professor’s discretion, or at the discretion of the Department of English or the University.

Technology:  We are fortunate to live in an age when text production has been greatly facilitated by extraordinary computer and printing technologies.  Unfortunately, however, sophisticated machines can sometimes be temperamental.  Be sure to plan ahead and allow time to compensate for any technological mishaps that might arise. Technological misfortunes will not be accepted as excuses for failing to meet deadlines in English 573.

FINAL GRADES: Final grades will be computed as follows:

                    
Rhetorical Analysis Paper      
25%
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Chapter Summaries
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Final Exam                  
25%

                   
Participation               

10%
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